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VINA GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY  
REGULAR BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

September 10, 2025 

1. VINA GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY (GSA) REGULAR BOARD MEETING  

1.1. Call To Order 

The Vina GSA Board meeting was called to order by Acting Chair Kimmelshue at 3:54 pm 

1.2. Roll Call 

Board Members Present: 

Tod Kimmelshue – Butte County 
Katie Hawley – City of Chico 
Matt Doyle (arrived at 4:44) – Durham Irrigation District 
Steven Koehnen – Agricultural User (Alternate) 
Claudia Rawlins – Domestic Well User (Alternate 
 

Management Committee Members Present: 

Dillon McGregor – Vina GSA Program Manager 
David Kehn – City of Chico 
Brandon Mortimer – City of Chico 
 
1.3. Election of Chair and Vice Chair  

 
The Board tabled this item until the November Board meeting. 

2. CONSENT AGENDA: 

2.1. APPROVAL OF THE 06-11-25 AND 08-13-25 VINA GSA BOARD MEETING MINUTES. 

REQUESTED ACTION: Approve the 06-11-25 and 08-12-25 Vina GSA Board meetings minutes. 

2.2. CONSIDERATION OF AMENDMENT NO. 2 TO THE CONTRACT WITH HANSFORD ECONOMIC 
CONSULTING 

The Board considered Amendment No. 2 to the existing contract with Hansford Economic Consulting. This 
amendment adds scope for the consultant to develop and present an appeal process for the Vina 
Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA) Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) Fee, and 
to coordinate with Staff during the appeal process for the first year of implementation. The amendment 
also provides for consultant support services during this first year, which may include assisting Staff in 
responding to public questions, preparing outreach materials, and providing technical support as needed. 
(Report – Dillon McGregor, GSA Program Manager)  

REQUESTED ACTION: Approve Amendment No. 2 to the Contract with Hansford Economic Consulting 
and Authorize the Chair to Sign. 



ACTION: A motion to approve the consent agenda was made by Board Member Hawley. That motion 
was seconded by Board Member Kohnen.  
 
The motion passed with the following vote: 

AYES: Board Members Rawlins, Hawley, Koehnen, Kimmelshue 

NOES: <NONE> 

ABSTAIN: <NONE> 

ABSENT: Board Member Doyle 

3. ITEMS REMOVED FROM CONSENT 
<NONE> 

4. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Members of the public were invited address the Board on any matter not already listed on the agenda. 

PUBLIC COMMENTER(S): 
1.) Greg Brislain (email to be forwarded to the board) 
2.) Jim Graydon 
3.) Anne Dawson 

5. REGULAR AGENDA 

5.1. UPDATE ON DEMAND REDUCTION STRATEGIES PROJECT EXTEND ORCHARD REPLACEMENT 
PILOT PROGRAM TAX INCENTIVES INQUIRY 

The Board received an overview of existing tax incentives available to farmers, including property tax 
reductions for fallowed agricultural lands, including orchards reassessed at a lower value, exemption from 
the Part 2 cropped acre Vina Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA) fee for fallowed agricultural lands 
for a full fiscal year, and the potential applicability of the Williamson Act. (Report – Dillon McGregor, GSA 
Program Manager)  

REQUESTED ACTION: Receive as information and provide feedback to staff. 

PUBLIC COMMENTER(S): 
1.) Cheetah Tchudi 
2.) Greg Brislain 

ACTION: Board provided direction to reevaluate tax incentives to farmers following completion of the 
results of the Extend Orchard Replacement study.   

5.2. PRESENTATION ON THE ROADMAP TO THE GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY PLAN (GSP) 
PERIODIC EVALUATION AND AMENDMENTS 

The Board received a presentation outlining the roadmap for the required periodic evaluation of the Vina 
Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP), due to the Department of Water Resources (DWR) by January 
28, 2027. The presentation highlighted key milestones, including addressing known data gaps, responding 
to corrective actions from DWR, and reviewing Sustainable Management Criteria (SMC). The Board was 
informed of current technical work in support of GSP implementation, such as expanding the monitoring 
network, refining groundwater dependent ecosystem (GDE) mapping, and collaborating with local 
agencies to improve data on interconnected surface waters. (Report – Laura Foglia, Larry Walker 
Associates)  

REQUESTED ACTION: Receive as information and provide feedback to staff. 



PUBLIC COMMENTER(S): 
1.) Jim Graydon 
2.) Greg Brislain 

ACTION: The Board accepted for information 

6. PROGRAM MANAGER REPORT – (Information Only - Dillon McGregor, GSA Program Manager) 

PUBLIC COMMENTER(S): 
1.) Jim Graydon 

7. COMMUNICATIONS AND REPORTS  

7.1. SGM Grant Projects Progress Report. (Information Only) 

7.2. SHAC Discussion: Community Understanding of SGMA and GSA Responsibilities. (Information Only) 

7.3. Joint GSP Evaluation for the North Sacramento River Corridor Technical Memo. (Information Only)  

7.4. Butte County Public Health Department Quarterly Well Permit Summary. (Information Only) 

7.5. Strengthening Regional Modeling Collaboration SGM Implementation. (Information Only) 

7.6. Joint Colusa Groundwater Authority and Glenn Groundwater Authority Board of Directors Meeting Packet: 
Domestic Well Mitigation Program Development & Groundwater Demand Reduction Management 
Program Development. (Information Only)  

8. BOARD MEMBER REQUESTS FOR FUTURE ITEMS 

<NONE> 

9. ADJOURNMENT: 

The Vina GSA Board meeting adjourned to Closed Session at 5:31 pm 
 

********************************************************************************** 

1. CLOSED SESSION PUBLIC COMMENTS OR BOARD DISQUALIFICATIONS:  

Members of the public were invited to address the Board at this time on the closed session item only 

PUBLIC COMMENTER(S): 

<NONE> 

ADJOURN TO CLOSED SESSION:  

2. CLOSED SESSION  

2.1 Call to Order 

3. CLOSED SESSION AGENDA 

3.1 PURSUANT TO GOVERNMENT CODE SECTION 54956.9(d)(4) - CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL 
COUNSEL – ANTICIPATED LITIGATION  

3.2 PURSUANT TO GOVERNMENT CODE SECTION 54956.9(d)(1) - CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL 
COUNSEL – EXISTING LITIGATION – Butte County Superior Court #23CV02789 - Ronald R Titus, 



as Trustee of the 2005 Titus Trust et al vs Vina Groundwater Sustainability Agency 

3.3 PURSUANT TO GOVERNMENT CODE SECTION 54956.9(d)(1) - CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL 
COUNSEL – EXISTING LITIGATION – Butte County Superior Court #22CV00321 - AquAlliance et al 
vs Vina Groundwater Sustainability Agency et al. 

3.4 PURSUANT TO GOVERNMENT CODE SECTION 54956.9(d)(1) - CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL 
COUNSEL – EXISTING LITIGATION – Butte County Superior Court #24CV04275 - AquAlliance et al 
vs Vina Groundwater Sustainability Agency et al. 

4. CLOSED SESSION ANNOUNCEMENT: 

The Board emerged from closed session at 6:06 pm. The Board received updates on items 3.1, 3.2, 3.3, and 
3.4. There was no direction given and no action taken. 

ADJOURNMENT: 

The Vina GSA Closed Session will adjourn to a Vina GSA Special Board Meeting on October 8, 2025, at 3:30 
p.m. at the Chico City Council Chamber Building at 421 Main Street, Chico, CA and online via Zoom for 
viewing only.   
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