
VINA GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY REGULAR 
BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

February 26, 2025 

1. VINA GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY (GSA) REGULAR BOARD MEETING  

1.1. CALL TO ORDER 

The Vina GSA meeting was called to order by Chair Tuchinsky at 5:31 PM 

Chair Tuchinsky announced that the closed session was removed from the agenda 

1.2. ROLL CALL 
Board Members Present:  

Tod Kimmelshue  
Katie Hawley  
Evan Tuchinsky – Chair 
 

Alternate Board Member Present: 

Steven Koehnen 
 

Board Members Absent: 

Matt Doyle  
Jefferey Rohwer – Vice Chair 
 

Management Committee Members Present: 

Dillon Raney – Vina GSA Program Manager 
Kamie Loeser – Butte County 
David Kehn – City of Chico 
Brandon Mortimer – City of Chico 
 

2. CONSENT AGENDA: 

2.1. APPROVAL OF THE 01/15/2025 VINA GSA BOARD MEETING MINUTES. 

REQUESTED ACTION: Approve the 1/15/2025 Vina GSA meeting minutes.  

Motion: Director Kimmelshue made a motion to approve the minutes of the January 15, 2025, 
Vina GSA Board meeting with one correction: changing the member who seconded the 
substitute motion for Agenda Item 4.3, Consideration of a Memorandum of Understanding 
between the Vina GSA, Rock Creek Reclamation District GSA, and the Tuscan Water District, 
from Board Member Doyle to Chair Tuchinsky. That motion was seconded by Director Hawley. 

The motion passes with the following vote: 

AYES: Directors Kimmelshue, Hawley, Koehnen, and Chair Tuchinsky 

NOES: <None> 

ABSENT: <None> 

ABSTAIN: <None> 



3. PUBLIC COMMENT 

Members of the public may address the Board at this time on any matter not already listed on the 
agenda; comments are limited to three minutes.  The Board cannot take any action at this meeting 
on requests made under this section of the agenda. 

There were (2) public comments on matters not listed on the agenda. 

PUBLIC COMMENT(S): 

• Jim Brobeck – Emailed comments received and forwarded to board members;  
• Anne Dawson submitted a public comment card and addressed the board in person 

 
4. REGULAR AGENDA 

4.1. UPDATE ON DEMAND REDUCTION STRATEGIES PROJECT 

The Board received an update on the Demand Reduction Strategies (DRS) project, including 
recent changes based on feedback from the Department of Water Resources (DWR) in late 
November 2024, the Vina GSA Board in January 2025, and the Local Expert Group (LEG) in 
February 2025. The update will include the revised Extend Orchard Replacement (EOR) pilot 
program concept and explain how the funds will be spent. (Report – Tovey Giezentanner, 
Agricultural Groundwater Users of Butte County) 

REQUESTED ACTION: Accept as information 

PUBLIC COMMENT(S): 

• Jim Brobeck – Submitted comment via email and it was shared with the board.   
• Blake Ellis submitted a public comment card and provided remarks in person to the 

Board. 
• Aurelia Gonzalez submitted a public comment card and provided remarks in person to 

the Board. 

 
4.2. CONSIDERATION OF DRAFT FEE REPORT ON LONG-TERM FUNDING FOR THE VINA 

GSA 

The Board considered the DRAFT Fee Report, which details the two-part fee structure 
approved at the January 15, 2025, meeting. The report outlined the rationale for the Part 1 
governance fee, which applies to all parcels to support GSA operations, and the Part 2 fee, 
which applies to groundwater users to fund monitoring and sustainable groundwater 
management. (Report – Catherine Hansford, Hansford Economic Consulting) 

REQUESTED ACTION(S):  

1. Determine whether to implement an annual fee adjustment or establish an initial fee 
structure that accounts for inflationary increases. 

2. Approve the allocation of cost components between Part 1 and Part 2 as detailed in the 
Fee Report. 

3. Approve the proposed cost distribution of 90% to Agricultural users and 10% to Domestic 
users for the Part 2 fee. 



4. Provide feedback or recommend revisions to the Fee Report before final acceptance. 

REQUESTED ACTION: To provide official direction on the Part 1 and Part 2 cost items 

PUBLIC COMMENT(S): 

• Richard Coon submitted a public comment card and provided remarks in person to the 
Board. 

• Blake Ellis submitted a public comment card and provided remarks in person to the 
Board. 

• Jim Graydon submitted a public comment card and provided remarks in person to the 
Board. 

 

The Board approved the cost items in the Part 1 and Part 2 fee categories as presented in 
Handout Table A by unanimous consent. 

 

REQUESTED ACTION: To decide on the cost basis for setting the FY25 fee, subsequent 
annual updates, and requirement of periodic reviews of fee methodology. Select Option 1 or 
Option 2 

PUBLIC COMMENT(S): 

• Cheetah Tchudi submitted a comment card and provided remarks in person to the 
Board. 

• Blake Ellis submitted a comment card and provided remarks in person to the Board. 
 

The Board gave unanimous consent to proceed with Option 2, setting the fee level to reflect 
the projected long-term annual operations cost of the Vina GSA. 

 

REQUESTED ACTION: To decide the methodology to allocate Part 2 costs between 
agricultural and domestic users: Select Option A or Option B 

PUBLIC COMMENT(S): 

1.) Blake Ellis was called back by Chair Tuchinsky due to relevance of presentation to 
previous question to ensure an adequate explanation had been provided. 

2.) Anne Dawson submitted a comment card and provided remarks in person to the Board. 
 

The Board gave unanimous consent to proceed with Option A, allocating 90% of costs to 
Agricultural Users and 10% to Domestic Users based on annual reports of estimated pumping 
in the Vina Subbasin. 

 

5. COMMUNICATIONS AND REPORTS  

5.1. Program Manager’s Report (information only - Dillon McGregor, GSA Program Manager) 

Program Manager to agendize voting procedures at future meetings 

Program Manager to agendize policy on emailed public comments 



5.2. Community & Environmental Advocacy Group Meeting summary (information only - Dillon 
McGregor, GSA Program Manager) 

 

6. BOARD MEMBER REQUESTS FOR FUTURE ITEMS 

Board Members may propose topics, projects, or issues for inclusion on a future agenda. Proposals 
will be noted for consideration by the Chair and Program Manager, subject to feasibility and 
alignment with the Agency’s priorities. No discussion or action will be taken on proposed items at 
this meeting. 

BOARD MEMBER REQUESTS:  

1.) Board member Hawley requested agendizing a discussion to streamline feedback from the 
various stake holders to the board. 

2.) Chair Tuchinsky proposed agendizing a discussion to pursue interbasin coordination between 
the GSA and other agencies. 

 

7. ADJOURNMENT: 

The Vina GSA adjourned at 7:48 pm until the next Vina GSA Regular Board Meeting on March 12, 
2025, at 5:30 p.m. at the Chico City Council Chamber Building at 421 Main Street., Chico, CA and 
online via Zoom for viewing only.   
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